
A VERY ROUGH BOULDERING GUIDE TO 

HARPERS FERRY 
MARYLAND  WEST VIRGINIA  VIRGINIA 

 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS MAPS AND PROBLEM LISTS FOR CERTAIN BOULDERING AREAS IN AND AROUND HARPERS FERRY. THE 

GRADES ARE APPROXIMATE DESCRIPTIONS.  

 

VISIT http://www.harpersferryclimbing.com FOR MORE INFORMATION, PHOTOGRAPHS, AND AREAS. 

 

Warning:     CLIMBING IS A SPORT WHERE YOU MAY BE SERIOUSLY INJURED OR DIE . You should not depend on 

any information taken from this guide/webpage for your personal safety! Your personal safety depends on your own good judgment, 

based on experience and a realistic assessment of your climbing ability. If you have any doubt as to your ability to safely climb a route 

described by this guide, do not attempt to climb it! There are no warranties, whether expressed or implied, that this guide to rock 

climbing is accurate or that the information contained in it is reliable. Your use of this guide indicates your assumption of the risk that 

it may contain errors and is an acknowledgement of your own sole responsibility for your climbing safety. 

 

BY CONRAD J SCHAEFER 

http://www.harpersferryclimbing.com/


 



 



 



    The grades are approximate. 

  

  Balcony Rock Boulders  
pg 6   

1 slab V0  
2 good slab V0  
3 climb right leaning arete to the ridge and topout V2  
  

4 ss, start on the rail and go straight up to the same topout as #3 

  

V6/7  

 

5 ss, same start as #4 but climb right on the rail to the false summit and topout V8/9   
  

6 ss, project starting on a left hand under cling and a right hand crimp, ascend the blank 45 degree wall  

  

P 

 

  

NEW! very low ss (laystart practically) on crimp and pinch, climb through more pinches and slopers 

  

V4 

 

7 ss, climb straight up and topout V0  
  

8 ss, start #7 but traverse left toward the false summit and topout 

  

V2 

 

9 ss on the left head up ?  
10 ss and head right around the boulder and up ?   
11 ss at the base of an interesting ramp near the mouth of a small cave V2  
12 Short easy face VB  
13 ss, start on the sloping jug, come out the left side of the roof to avoid the lip V2/3   
14 ss, start on the sloping jug, come out the roof to a nice slopey mantle using the left arete V3/4   
15 ss, start at the base of the overhang on small crimpers, crimp out the roof to the lip pinch and a seriously hard mantle 

using slopers/crimps and no ar°tes VARIATION: exit the right ar°te (V5/6)(donôt grab the jug on 13/14) 
V6/8   

16 ss and climb the short right arete V1/2   
17 

 

VB  
18 

 

VB  
19 ss and climb beginning with left hand to the left of the broad arête on a crimp V3  
20 ss and climb the dihedral V1/2   
21 ss  V3/4   



22 Good looking project with high a high gaston and crimp. 

Bad fall potential on this slope with a cliff below.  

P  

23 Beautiful arête potential with a deadly fall. P  
24 direct start to #25 using a low crimp V4  
25 ss, follow the crack up left and out through the narrow gap between tree & cliff V0/1   
26 

ss, from the arete jug move out the roof to jugs off of a sloper. Classic and fun! 

V4  

27 Overgrown Wall   
28 Overgrown Wall   
29 Overgrown Wall   
30 Overgrown Wall   
31 

ss, traverse uphill left or climb straight up on good slopers LOWBALL 

V0  

32 LOWBALL    
33 ss LOWBALL V1 

 
 



  



 

Grades are approximate. 



  The Tiers pg 4   

1 

ss, Start on crimps moving up to a diagonal face, 
mantle V2 Smooth Power 

2 

ss, connect to #1 from holds at the bottom of the 
diagonal face V3 

The Funeral 
Precession 

3 ss, from start of #2 climb out toward the road V0   

4 series of ledges P   

5 arete V0   

6 slab to join with #5, direct finish undone V0   

7 ss, crack V1   

8 ss, overhanging arete type moves right of #7     

9 arete P   

10 arete V0+ $ John Browns Body 

11 slab VB Pocket Slab 

12 arete V0 Bass Rock Bums 

13 

ss, squeazing left arete & right face feature, move up 
and right to layback V3 The Secret Six 

14 slab V0 The Wagoneer 

15 slab V0 The Wagon 

16   VB Adopt-A-Tuber 

17 ss V0   

18 ss V0+ Mule Powered 

19 slab V0 The Company Store 

20   V0 Union Pacific 

21 Dyno to the lip and mantle P Choo Choo Chuck 

NEW! access Choo Choo Chuck from Union Pacific P   

22 

Overhanging face, start on underclings at waist level, 
crack/jugs on Coal Wars are OFF P   

23 ss V0 Coal Wars 



24 

ss, tallest and most overhanging line, crux is in the 
headwall V1 Matewan 

25 ss V0 Just My Fancy 

NEW! 
climb Just My Fancy to link with Matewan through 
headwall V1+ Baldwin Thugs 

26 slab V0 Canal Blues 

27 arete V0 An Unlikely Warrior 

28 ss, layback V1 Sandy Hook Special 

29 ss, layback V1 Cindylicious 

30 ss, arete V0 Untapped Rage 

31 traverse V1   

32 arete V0   

33 ledge to ledge, ss is V0+ V0   

34 slab V0 Long Long Time Ago 

35 arete V0+ Mad Dog Saloon 

36 direct start on the chest high arete jug V1+ Chitlin' 

37 Up the corner then out to #36 V1 Hog Maw 

38 Up the corner and out the roof crack P   

39 ss, up the arete to overhanging face and topout V2 Greasy Spoonin' 

40 

start 39 but traverse out the roof or bear hug the 
overhang and topout P   

41 corner V0 Poor Man 

42 ss V0   

43 ss V0   

44 ss, many easy variations and eliminates VB   



 



 


